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SUBJECT: AMERICAN VESSEL REPORTED IN VIETNAMESE CUSTODY 

REFS: A) BROWN- JOHNSON TELCONS OF OCTOBER 14 
B) USUN 3727 

1. AS INSTRUCTED TELCONS, MISSOFP TELEPHONED VIETNAMESE 
MISSION TO INQUIRE PURTHER ABOUT SLOOP BRILLIG. IN MR. 

TAM'S ABSENCE, MISSOPP SPOKE TO MR. KIET. MISSOPP EXPLAINED 
THAT US AUTHORITIES HAD NOW RECEIVED REPORTS PROM THREE 
INDEPENDENT AMATEUR RADIO OPERATIONS THAT SLOOP BRILLIG WITH 
THREE AMERICAN CITIZENS ABOARD IS IN VIETNAMESE CUSTODY AND 
IS BEING TOWED INTO HO CHI MINHVILLE. AMERICAN PRESS IS 
AWARE OF THIS SITUATION AND IS PRESSING USG TO 

FIND OUT IF WE HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH VIETNAMESE AND IP 
WE HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING ABOUT THIS MATTER PROM SRV AUTHORITIES. 
MISSOPP RECALLED THAT SHE HAD PASSED MESSAGE TO MR. TAM FOR 
VICE MINISTER THACH ABOUT THIS MATTER ON WEDNESDAY. USG WOULD 
GREATLY APPRECIATE ANY INPORMATION VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES HAVE 
ABOUT THIS MATTER. 

2. MR.KIET ASKED IP WE HAD ANOTHER WRITTEN MESSAGE TO 
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PASS TO HIM. MISSOPF EXPLAINED THAT DEPARTMENT HAD ASKED 
HER TO PASS ON BY TELEPHONE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WE HAD 
RECEIVED AND TO EXPRESS OUR HOPE THAT WE MAY HEAR PROM 
THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES SOON ABOUT THIS MATTER 

3. MR. KIET STATED MR. TAM AND ALL "RESPONSIBLE" AUTHORI- 
TIES WERE OUT OP MISSION. HE NOTED MR. DINH BA THI AND 
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OTHER MISSION MEMBERS WERE AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HE STATED 
HE WOULD PASS ON MESSAGE "THIS AETERNOON" WHEN "RESPONSIBLE" 
AUTHORITIES RETURNED. HE FURTHER STATED THAT VIETNAMESE 
MISSION HERE HAD CABLED MESSAGE FROM U.S. AUTHORITIES 
DELIVERED ON WEDNESDAY (REF B) TO HANOI, BUT HAD HAD NO 
RESPONSE AS YET. 

4. AFTER REPORTING BY TELEPHONE TO WASHINGTON AND RECEIVING 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS, MISSOFF SOUGHT OUT MEMBER OF VIET- 
NAMESE DELEGATION ATTENDING PLENARY TO PASS SAME MESSAGE 
AS MORNING PLENARY SESSION ENDED. MISSOFF WAS ABLE TO EACH 
PHAM NGAC, WHO HAD BEEN SITTING WITH PERMREP THI AT 

PLENARY AND WHO HAS BEEN FOR SEVERAL YEARS PRESS REPRESENTATIVE 
OF VIETNAMESE MISSION. PHAM NGAC, WHO SERVES REGULARLY AS AN 
INTERPRETER FOR THE VIETNAMESE, SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH. MISSOFF 
REPORTEDD ABOVE MESSAGE. PHAM NGAC REPORTED MESSAGE BUT 
NOTED HE HAD READ IN THIS MORNING'S U.S. NEWSPAPERS THAT 
STATE DEPARTMENT DISCLAIMED ANY EXACT KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT 
HAD HAPPENED TO BOAT. MISSOFF EXPLAINED THAT REPORTS 
IN AMERICAN PRESS OCTOBER 14 LIKELY BASED ON RESPONSES 
TO INQUIRIES PROVIDED BY DEPARTMENT OF STATE OCTOBER 13. 

USG HAD APPARENTLY SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED INFORMATION 
FROM AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS WHO HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
BRILLIG. 

5. PHAM NGAC PROMISED TO PASS MESSAGE TO HIS SUPERIORS 
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IN VIETNAMESE MISSION. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT MISSOFF 
TELEPHONE MR. TAM, WHO IS MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT THIS 
SUBJECT, LATER IN AFTERNOON TO REPEAT MESSAGE. 

6. MISSOFF SPOKE TO HA HUY TAM AT 3 P.M. OCTOBER 14. 

MR. TAM HAD ALREADY RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM MR. NGAC. 

MR. TAM SAID VIETNAMESE UN MISSION WOULD LET USUN 
KNOW AS SSON AS THEY RECEIVE ANY WORD ABOUT THIS MATTER. 

YOUNG 
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